
 

Date: 29th October 2020 

Re: Proposal for a Solar Farm by Enso Energy 

One of the stated aims of the Radlett Society and Green Belt Association (RSGBA) is ‘to improve, 

protect and preserve for the benefit of the public the countryside and the country around the village 

of Radlett, the village of Radlett and the green belt around Radlett.’ 

It is with this objective in mind that we, the committee members of the RSGBA, have produced this 

response to requests for information we have received from our members, regarding the plan being 

developed by Enso Energy to build a solar farm on green belt land close to the village.  

As you will see below, we have provided a short overview of the proposal as we understand it, 

together with our current thoughts on the potential impact on Radlett and the surrounding area, 

both positive and negative; although these are preliminary views as no application has yet been 

submitted. 

For a more in depth understanding, we would recommend reading the materials available at Enso 

Energy’s website: https://www.ensoenergy.co.uk/proposed-projects/hilfield/ 

It should be noted that at the time of writing, the developers have not submitted a formal planning 

application and so we are working with information based on what is available on the 

aforementioned website in addition to what was learned from attending the public consultation 

webinar, that Enso Energy ran on the 1st of October. 

Finally, it is worth pointing out that this proposal is already on the radar of Hertsmere’s planning 

department. Max Sanders, the Senior Planning Officer, has stated "When an application for planning 

permission is received, we will of course be carrying out a public consultation.  Local residents will be 

informed by letter, site notices will be put up, a press notice will be published, and the case will of 

course be debated by the Planning Committee".  

 

The Proposal 

• Enso Energy, through its subsidiary company, Elstree Green Limited is proposing to develop 

a solar farm and battery storage facility on circa 300 acres of land within the green belt, that 

is currently used for farming. It will be located to the North East and West of Elstree 

Aerodrome.  

• They have stated that this is to be a temporary installation, with a target lifespan of 35 years, 

after which the land will be returned to agricultural use.  

• The project is to be financed by Enso Energy in partnership with Macquarie Bank, one of the 

‘big 4’ Australian banks. They will create a bond with sufficient funding to cover the costs of 

removing the installation and returning it to agricultural use, at the end of its operational 

lifetime. 

• All existing paths and bridleways will be preserved and will continue to be available for use 

by the public.  

https://www.ensoenergy.co.uk/proposed-projects/hilfield/


• Due to the proximity of the proposed solar farm to the aerodrome a ‘glint and glare’ analysis 

has been undertaken to ensure that sunlight reflected from the panels does not present a 

hazard to planes during take-off or landing.  

• They are in the process of undertaking an ecology and biodiversity analysis to see what 

impact, if any, the solar farm may have on the immediate environment.  

• The solar farm would have the potential to produce 455 GW hours of electricity per annum, 

which Enso estimate would be sufficient to meet the needs of up to 16,000 homes. 

 

Potential benefits and costs 

The single biggest benefit would be that a solar farm of this scale would make a valuable 
contribution to reducing the carbon footprint of the UK and help tackle climate change.  
 
As regards the negative impacts; the solar panels would be a significant visual blight on the local 
landscape for a period of 35 years. This would especially be felt by any residents whose houses 
directly overlook the fields where the panels are to be located and this may well have a detrimental 
effect on the value of their properties. However, the impact would not just be limited to them, but 
would also be felt by the many people living in Radlett that enjoy walks through those fields. 
 
 

What is the current view held by the RSGBA Committee regarding this plan?  

The green belt is already under threat from potential housing developments, which the RSGBA 

vigorously oppose and we view the planned solar farm as an additional threat.  The green belt is a 

limited and precious commodity and should be protected. A period of 35 years is not temporary as 

far as protecting the green belt is concerned. 

For this reason, we will oppose the building of the solar farm when the application is submitted to 

the Hertsmere Planning Department.  

We also believe that the Council has opportunities to encourage renewables through other 

initiatives, such as requiring all new houses to instal solar panels, which will achieve the goal of 

reducing our carbon footprint, but not at the cost of damaging the environment. 
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